
 ‘Bangladesh Liberation War Honour’ on 

HE Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Bharat Ratna, Padma Vibhushan 

 

Speech by 

Her Excellency Sheikh Hasina 

 

Hon’ble Prime Minister  

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh 

 

Darbar Hall, Bangabhaban, Sunday, 24 Jaistha 1422, 07 June 2015 

(Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim) 

 

Your Excellency Mr. Md. Abdul Hamid, President of Bangladesh 

Your Excellency Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India 

Excellencies,  

Distinguished Guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

Good Afternoon to you all. 

  

I feel honoured to be here at this august ceremony of honouring one of the great 

friends of Bangladesh, His Excellency Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Bharat Ratna, Padma 

Vibhushan. It is also a pleasure that we would be handing over the honour to one of his able 

successors and another great friend of Bangladesh, His Excellency Shri Narendra Modi, the 

Prime Minister of India.  

In 1971, when the entire Bangladesh, under the leadership of Bangabandhu, waged the 

War of Liberation against the occupation forces, we were fortunate to have India beside us. 

The whole of Indian nation stood by their brothers and sisters across the border. As a 

politician, Shri Vajpayee’s unstinting support to Bangladesh played an important role in 

mobilizing support for our cause in the Indian political circuit. The programme and activities 

that he undertook at that time were instrumental in this regard. His love for Bangladesh 

continued which found demonstration during his tenure as External Affairs Minister and later 

as Prime Minister of India. 

Distinguished guests,  

We would have much liked if Shri Vajpayee would have been in our midst. Health 

conditions did not permit him to take the journey to Bangladesh. As a poet of repute himself, 

Vajpayeeji once said, “I am not afraid of defeat and victory, whatever comes my way of duty, 

I will accept it, because this is true and that is true.” By honouring such a great mind and 

ardent well-wisher of Bangladesh, we are in fact honouring ourselves.  

We pray for his health, happiness and long life. 

I thank you all. 

(Khoda Hafez) 

Joi Bangla, Jai Bangabandhu. 

May Bangladesh Live Forever. 

Long Live Bangladesh-India Friendship. 

... 


